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Activities for Sustainable Human Development

United Nations Appeals
for the Release of Arjan Erkel

On 12 August 2003, the Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs in the Russian Federation dis-
tributed the following statement on
behalf of the United Nations in the
Russian Federation:

“A year has passed since the abduc-
tion in Dagestan on 12 August 2002
of Arjan Erkel, Head of the Mé-
decins Sans Frontiéres (MSF) mis-
sion in the republic. On this sad oc-
casion, the United Nations would
like to reiterate its appeal for his
safe and immediate release. The
United Nations also wishes to once
again express solidarity with Mr
Erkel’s family and MSF, the non-
government organisation for which
Mr Erkel worked and which has
been efficiently and closely working
with the UN to provide assistance to
people in need in the North Cauca-
sus.

The United Nations is deeply con-
cerned about the fate of Mr Arjan
Erkel, which to date remains un-
known. In the past few months, the
United Nations has welcomed the
news from investigators that Mr Er-
kel is alive, as well as President Pu-
tin’s public assurances that the Rus-
sian law enforcement bodies will con-
tinue searching for Arjan Erkel.
From 11-12 August, a delegation, in-
cluding representatives of the Unit-
ed Nations and donor countries, is
visiting the North Caucasus and will
raise the issue of Arjan Erkel’s fate
in meetings with the local authorities
there.

The UN condemns Mr Erkel’s abduc-
tion and wishes to underscore once
again that such actions undermine the
effective provision of humanitarian as-
sistance to the thousands of civilians
in need in the North Caucasus. It also

reiterates its solidarity with the hun-
dreds of civilians abducted in the
North Caucasus in recent years and
calls on those responsible to ensure
their safe return”.
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In Memory of Victims

The UN community in Russia mourns its friends
and colleagues who were murdered during the ter-
rible bomb blast in Baghdad on 19 August 2003.
In memory of victims, a minute of silence was ob-
served at UN premises in Moscow, as well as a let-
ter of condolences was sent to the UN Headquar-
ters in New York. On behalf of the UN Country
Team in the Russian Federation, Dr. Mikko Vi-
enonen, the UN Resident Coordinator a.i., signed
the book of condolences established at the Brazil-
ian Embassy in Moscow in remembrance of Mr.
Sergio Vieira de Mello, the UN Secretary Gener-
al’s Special Envoy in Iraq. Numerous messages of
condolences were received by individual UN Agen-
cies from the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion as well as various partners and governments
of other countries represented in Russia.

Staff of UN Country Team in the Russian Federation: Below is the speech of the UN Secretary General

UNFPA, UNDP, UNODC and WHO observes the minute Mr.Koﬁ Apnan fo.llolw hg the bf)mb attack on the
of silence in memory of the victims United Nations Mission in Iraq:

Dear colleagues, Dear fiiends,

Many of us will remember the 19th of August 2003 as the darkest day in our lives at the United Nations.
We have lost irreplaceable colleagues, who went to Iraq with no other mission than to help the people of
that country regain their full sovereignty and independence, under leaders of their own choosing. Those
colleagues have been murdered, for reasons we will never understand. Sergio Vieira de Mello and those
with him have been taken from us, and from the people they were working to assist, by an act so savage
and senseless that we can hardly believe it really happened. It feels like a nightmare, from which we are
still hoping to wake. If only it were.

Today, our thoughts and prayers go to the loved ones of those who have perished. They go to our col-
leagues in Baghdad who are wounded, or who have survived only to grapple with a trauma few of us can
Sfully imagine. We pay homage to all of them for the courageous and committed way they have been
doing their jobs over the past weeks and months. We pay tribute to all those still working there, in spite
of all the difficulties — and dangers.

How can we thank our lost colleagues for their life’s contribution? Only by vowing to work on, every day,
to complete the work that they began. So let me send this message to all of you, dear colleagues, as well
as to the people of Iraq: We will not be deterred. We will go on doing whatever we can to help build a
better future for the Iraqi people.

Those extremists who target innocent civilians in this kind of attack are not doing anything for Iraq or its
people. They have committed an unspeakable crime, not only against the United Nations, but against
Iraq itself.

Only by carrying on with our mission can we begin to do justice to the memory of our slain colleagues.
May God bless them. May their souls rest in peace. Thank you very much.

The UN in Russia highly respects the Secretary General’s firm position that the UN shall continue its
mission in Iraq to help the people work towards stability and that the organization will remain stead-
fast in its commitment to the ideals of peace, security and development for all.
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Conserving the Biological Diversity of Kamchatka

By 2015 all United Nations Member States have pledged to ensure environmental sustainability
(from UN Millennium Development Goals)

The 3rd meeting of the Steering Committee for the UNDP/GEF Project “Demonstrating sustainable con-
servation of biological diversity in four protected areas of Russia’s Kamchatka Oblast” was held on August

25, 2003, in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky.

The project, which commenced one
year ago covers the Kronotsky bio-
sphere reserve (zapovednik), Yuzh-
no-Kamchatsky zakaznik, and the
“Nalychevo” and “Bystrinsky” na-
ture parks. The meeting was well re-
ceived and attended by various sec-
tors including representatives from the
Kamchatka Oblast Administration
and the federal Ministry of Natural
Resources. International interest
groups including the World Wildlife
Fund (WWF) and the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) also participated as well as the
core UNDP/GEF Project staff and
nature protected areas management
teams and various media outlets. A
delegation from the Canadian Inter-
national Development Agency
(CIDA), joined to discuss the first re-
sults of project implementation.

A clear outcome of the meeting as
indicated by the participants is that
project’s main objective, which is to
demonstrate sustainable biodiversi-
ty conservation, is being implement-
ed successfully within the scope of
the project. The project is proceed-
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The 3rd meeting of the Steering Committee for the UNDP/GEF Project
“Demonstrating sustainable conservation of biological diversity in four
protected areas of Russia’s Kamchatka Oblast”

P L ot e S
ing on schedule with certain mile-
stones being achieved such as the
development of management plans
for the nature protected areas and
the hosting of training programmes
on protected area (PA) management.
The project has also contributed to
the establishment of an inspection
system within the PAs, and the es-
tablishment of a fund for small-scale
business support coupled with a
small grant programme accessible by
local communities. In consultation
at the local level, the legal framework
for biodiversity conservation and
ecotourism development is being re-
vised and improved. Project out-
reach activities have resulted in en-
vironmental education programmes,
the publication of the “Zapovednaya
territoriya” bulletin and continued
cleaning efforts in areas polluted by
municipal wastes.

After reviewing result to date, the
Steering Committee meeting ap-
proved and adopted the project
workplan for the year 2004. The fo-
cus will be on improving the quality
and promoting the sustainable use of
the landscape and values associated
with it, and the development of rep-
licable models for ecotourism, and
to develop the capacity for alterna-
tive livelihoods for local residents in
protected and adjacent areas.
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Gender Equality: the Key to Achieving
the Millennium Development Goals

By 2015 all United Nations Member States have pledged to promote gender equality and empower women
(from UN Millennium Development Goals)

On 7 July 2003, the UN Resident Co-
ordinator Office in the Russian Feder-
ation, the UN Inter-Agency Ad Hoc
Working Group on Gender organized,
in conjunction with the Russian Min-
istry of Labour and Social Develop-
ment, a seminar on “International Leg-
islation and Gender Equality, UN
Millennium Declaration, Declared
Goals and Ways of Implementation”.

The objective of the seminar was to
present a draft version of the report
on the relevance of the Millennium
Development Goal No. 3 on empow-
ering women and promoting gender
equality in the Russian Federation.
The seminar attracted numerous ex-

dress considered empowering wom-
en as the key to achieving the Mil-
lennium Development Goals. He in
particular reminded the participants
of the statement of Mr Kofi Annan,
Secretary General of the United
Nations: “In our work to reach those
objectives, as the Millennium Dec-
laration made clear, gender equality
is not only a goal in its own right; it
is critical to our ability to reach all
the others. Study after study has
shown that there is no effective de-
velopment strategy in which women
do not play a central role”.

During the seminar, Mr Eric Brunat
agreed to answer some questions

Seminar on “International Legislation and Gender Equality,
UN Millennium Declaration, Declared Goals and
Ways of Implementation”

perts from UN Agencies working in
Russia, representatives of interested
Russian Ministries (such as Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of
Health, etc.), and non-governmental
organizations. The participants were
welcomed by the new Deputy Min-
ister of Labour Mrs M.Malysheva.

Mr Eric Brunat, UNDP Deputy
Resident Representative, in his ad-
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from our UN in Russia correspon-
dent.

— How do the UN experts estimate the
progress towards gender equality
worldwide?

— There have been profound changes
in the status and role of women
around the globe over the past two
decades. Thus, women have entered

Mr Eric Brunat, UN Development
Programme Deputy Resident
Representative

the labour force in unprecedented
numbers, increasing their potential
participation in decision — making at
various levels. Gender gaps have nar-
rowed significantly in many coun-
tries in the areas of education and
health. At the same time, this
progress has still been slow and un-
even. Women, especially in develop-
ing countries, bear an unequal share
of the burden of poverty. It is gener-
ally thought that the majority of the
world’s poor are women (60 to 70%).
Of the nearly 1 billion adults in the
world who cannot read, two thirds
are female. Women comprise half of
the 40 million people infected with
HIV/AIDS worldwide. 95% out of
them live in developing countries.
More than seven million agricultur-
al workers, overwhelmingly women,
have already lost their lives to the
AIDS pandemic over the last decade
in Africa. To date, out of 189 UN
member states, only four countries
(Sweden, Denmark, Finland, and
Norway) have achieved a combina-
tion of approximate gender equality
in secondary school enrolment; at
least a 30% share for women of seats
in parliaments or legislatures; and an
approximate 50% share of paid em-
ployment in non-agricultural activi-
ties.
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— How does the UN Country Team in
Russia contribute to promoting the
Millennium Development Goals, in
particular gender equality?

—In November 2002, the UN Coun-
try Team in the Russian Federation
launched the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals Promotion Campaign
with the objective to generate a pub-
lic debate on the MDGs in Russia.
Since then, 6 ad hoc Working Groups

UN in RUSSIA

composed of core UN Agencies and
representatives of technical Minis-
tries and covering all MDGs have
been created.

The MDG Working Group on Gen-
der has been actively functioning
since February 2003. Within its
framework, a number of very fruit-
ful discussions have taken place
aimed inter alia at contributing to-
wards the assessment carried out by

the UN expert Mr. Sergei Roschin.
Today, the Working Group has the
pleasure of presenting this report for
the participants’ attention and to dis-
cuss in more detail the situation of
women in the Russian Federation in
the light of the requirements of the
UN Millennium Development
Goals. This report will serve as an
important background for the prep-
aration of a strategic outline for the
development of Russia up to 2015.

Developing Russian Farm Entrepreneurs

On July 22, 2003 the seminar “Rus-
sian Farm Entrepreneurs Develop-
ment Programme in the Russian
Federation” on agricultural cooper-
atives was conducted in the Bobin-
insky rayon, Kaluga region.

Representatives of the region and
rayon administration, UNDP, ILO
experts, farmers and owners of small
individual households (SIH) from 5
rayons of Kaluga region took part
in the conference work.

The main purpose of the seminar was
to inform the farmers and the owners
of SIH of the experience of produc-
tion cooperatives in Russia and of the
project of the organisation of a mod-
el cooperative in Kaluga region.

The first part of the seminar took
place in the rayon administration,
the second part in the farm of A.
Davydov, the best farm of beef meat
production in Russia.

ILO experts prepared a presentation
on the organization and the activities

of the most successful co-
operatives in Russia. The
declaration of V. Krutik-
ov, Head of Bobininsky
rayon administration, on
the work of the rayon
credit cooperative, was lis-
tened with great interest.

In the farm of A. Davydov
a discussion was orga-
nized with the farmers and

owners of STH on the pos-
sible organization of a
production cooperative of
beef meat production. The
work of the farmer A.
Davydov was presented to
the participants of the
seminar, who were also given a con-
sultation by the experts of the project.

As a result of the seminar, 12 farm-
ers and owners of SIH of Bobinin-
sky, Baryatinsky and Medinsky ray-
ons took the decision to organize a
model production cooperative of
beef meat production. The working
group of the cooperative, dealing

As a result of the seminar, 12 farmers and
owners of small individual households from three
rayons of Kaluga region took the decision to
organize a model cooperative of beef meat
production

with documents forming was elect-
ed. The rayon administration will
assist in the registration of the coop-
erative and in the location of the co-
operative office. The project will se-
cure to the cooperative members a
technical assistance for the organi-
zation of the cooperative activities
and its access to long-term leasing for
cattle Charolais.

The inter-regional seminar on juvenile
justice issues was organized by Unit-
ed Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) in Kabardino-Balkaria on
June 17-19. Taking part were the
project partners from Rostov, Sara-
tov, Kabardino-Balkaria, Ingushetia
and North Ossetia as well as interna-
tional experts from the Ministry of
Justice of France. This event has been
conducted in close collaboration with
Judicial Department and Supreme
Court of Kabardino-Balkaria.

For Juvenile Justice

The primary aim of this seminar was
the development of socio-education-
al service at court in new pilot sites
allowing the possibility to use of al-
ternatives with reference to relevant
judicial practices in France as well
as the accumulated experiences in
Rostov and Saratov.

The participants to the seminar in
particular proposed to organize spe-
cial study session for judicial staff
focusing on development of con-

structive alternatives to custodial
sentences as well as sharing of prac-
tical juvenile justice experiences from
other countries. They also empha-
sized a growing understanding that
the creation of a specialized juvenile
justice system is needed. Therefore,
the conduction of training pro-
grammes and the dissemination of
pilot-projects in other cities of the
country might constitute a success-
ful strategy for the improvement of
a juvenile justice system in Russia.

5]
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Human Development Report 2003

While much of the world experienced sustained economic growth in the 1990s, 54
developing countries suffered average income declines over the course of the decade,
reveals the United Nations Development Programme’s Human Development Re-
port 2003.

The Human Development Report 2003 argues that to reverse declines, development
strategies must focus not only on economic growth, but also on more equitable dis-
tribution of wealth and services.

The Report introduces the new Millennium Development Compact, which proposes
new global and regional policies to kick-start growth and reduce poverty. The Mil-
lennium Development Goals are based on the premise that economic growth alone
will not rescue the world from the poverty that entraps more than one billion people. Without addressing issues like
malnutrition and illiteracy that are both causes and symptoms of poverty, the Goals will not be met. The statistics
today are shaming: More than 13 million children have died through diarrhea disease in the past decade. Each year,
over half a million women, one for every minute of the day, die in pregnancy and childbirth. More than 800 million
suffer from malnutrition.

The Report argues that investment in industries and businesses that create jobs, such as manufacturing and textiles,
are more important for human development than industries that require large amounts of capital, such as oil explo-
ration and production. The Report also calls for special initiatives to support small businesses and entrepreneurs in

developing countries.

Appointment

Philippe Quéau Appointed
New UNESCO Representative

Mr Philippe Quéau (France) was
appointed a new UNESCO Repre-
sentative for Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Rus-
sian Federation in July 2003.

Before joining UNESCO, Philippe
Quéau was a specialist of informa-
tion and communication technolo-
gies (ICT), with a particular interest
for computer graphics, virtual reali-
ty, televirtuality and cyber-commu-
nities.

He was instrumental in founding the
International Forum on New Imag-
es of Monte-Carlo, which became
IMAGINA, an important Europe-
an event devoted to computer graph-
ics, virtual reality, special effects.

He founded the Image Research
Group of the French National Au-
diovisual Institute (INA), which was
instrumental in supporting the Im-
age Research Plan of the French gov-
ernment, in the 80’s.
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He founded in 1994 the INA’s
MediaPort, giving on-line access
to numerous audiovisual data,
sounds, images from French
public television archives.

Philippe Quéau has been regu-
larly called for expertise on
behalf of the European Com-
munities Commission.

From July 1996 to June 2003,
Philippe Quéau was responsible
of UNESCO’s activities in the
area of information society, informa-
tion technologies, libraries, archives
and public documentation, within
UNESCO Communication and Infor-
mation Sector. He also dealt with eth-
ical, legal and societal aspects of cyber-
space. He was the Secretary of the
UNESCO Intergovernmental Pro-
gramme “Information For All”. Mr
Quéau supervised the programme
“Memory of the World” set up to safe-
guard the world documentary heritage,
and the programme INFOYOUTH.

He also was the Secretary of the In-
formation Society Task Force set up
to organize UNESCO’s contribution
to the World Summit on the Infor-
mation Society.

Philippe Quéau wrote several books
on the political and philosophical
impact of the Information Society,
and on the evolution and implica-
tions of computer imaging, artificial
intelligence and virtual reality.
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WFP Partnership

with Humanitarian Organizations

Since January 2000, WFP has been
carrying out its humanitarian activ-
ities in Russia in close partnership
with various humanitarian organi-
zations, such as several internation-
al and local non-governmental or-
ganizations (NGOs) in the North
Caucasus, and UNCT group in
Moscow. EMERCOM of Russia,
which since 2000 has been acting as
an official consignee to WFP im-
ported food commodities in Russia
as per the governmental temporary
order, is WFP’s major partner
among other governmental struc-
tures.

WFP major NGO implementing
partners are Danish Refugee Coun-
cil (Denmark), Islamic Relief (UK)
and People in Need Foundation
(Czech Republic) which distribute
WEP basic food commodities in In-
gushetia and Chechnya within the
framework of relief distribution and
school feeding programme.

Danish Refugee Council is in charge
of logistics facilitation of WFP com-
modities distribution in both repub-
lics.

Islamic Relief is actively involved in
implementation of sweet buns com-
ponent of school feeding pro-
gramme in Chechnya.

People in Need Foundation distrib-
utes WFP food among relief benefi-
ciaries, provides hot meal compo-
nent for school feeding programme
in children centres and kindergar-
tens, and carries out food-for-work
programme in 3 districts of Grozny.

Other implementing partners, name-
ly Centre for Peacemaking and
Community Development (UK) and
a local NGO Chechen Refugee and
Displaced People’s Council are in-
volved in school feeding implemen-
tation in Achkoi-Martan and Sun-

zha districts of

Chechnya, pro-
viding hot
meals and

sweet buns re-
spectively. Cen-
tre for Peace-
making and
Community
Development
also actively
participates in
bread-baking
programme
supporting vul-
nerable persons
in Sunzha dis-
trict of Chechnya. Caritas Interna-
tionalis (Czech Republic) provides
hot meals to several day care chil-
dren centres and kindergartens in
Grozny within the framework of
school feeding programme. Saudi
Red Crescent Society (Saudi Ara-
bia) delivers WFP monthly food ra-
tions to IDPs in Satsita camp, In-
gushetia. A local NGO, “Vesta”, has
been responsible for monitoring
WPEP relief distribution, school feed-
ing and food-for-work activities in
Chechnya since 2001.

Participants of WFP Workshop on School Feeding
Programme in Chechnya. May 2003, Nazran,
Ingushetia

Since January 2000 WFP has been
operating in the North Caucasus in
partnership with other UN agen-
cies, for instance UNESCO has
provided cooking stoves and
UNICETF is responsible for potable
water supplies to schools where
WEFP’s school feeding programme
is implemented. UNHCR distrib-
utes non-food items to IDPs return-
ing to Chechnya, and ICRC pro-
vides complementary food parcels
to WFP beneficiaries in Ingushetia
and Chechnya.

situations;

intensive works.

World Food Programme (WFP) Mission Statement
WEFP provides emergency food assistance:
— to save lives of people in refugee and other emergency

— to improve the nutrition and quality of life of the most
vulnerable people at critical times of their lives;

— to help build assets and promote self-reliance of poor
people and communities, particularly through labour-

For more information on WFP and its activities,
visit out web site at www.wip.org,
or contact WFP, Russia,
Tel: (7-095) 956-49-68, Fax: (7-095) 956-49-89
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Jolie at Bella tented camp,
which houses some 1,000
displaced Chechens

On August 25, the UN refugee agen-
cy’s Goodwill Ambassador, Angeli-
na Jolie, has concluded her four-day
mission to the Russian Federation by
calling for all options to be kept open
for displaced Chechens who do not
wish to return to Chechnya at this
stage.

“I frankly cannot see how the situa-
tion in Chechnya has changed to the
extent that it now is safe for all IDPs
to return”, said Jolie at a press con-
ference in Moscow Sunday. “I am
grateful for the hospitality that the
Republic of Ingushetia has extend-
ed to internally displaced persons,
and I warmly welcome the assuranc-
es by President M. Zyazikov that no
displaced persons will be returned to
Chechnya against their will”.

The Goodwill Ambassador travelled
to the North Caucasus from last
Thursday to Sunday to learn about
all aspects of UNHCR’s operations
in the region.

In Ingushetia, a republic bordering
Chechnya, she visited Bella and
Sputnik camps for internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs), meeting with
displaced Chechens and visiting
them in their tent homes. She paid
particular attention to their worries
about the security situation in
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Keep Options Open
for Displaced Chechens,
Urges UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador

Chechnya and their fears that they
would have to go back there with-
out being given an alternative option
of continued accommodation in In-
gushetia.

There are some 80,000 IDPs from
Chechnya in Ingushetia. About
12,000 of them have been living in
tented camps for the last four years.

On August 15, UNHCR reported
that local authorities in Ingushetia
were putting pressure on some
Chechen IDPs to return to Chech-
nya. At the same time, the refugee
agency expressed concern about the
lack of alternative housing for those
IDPs who do not wish to return to
Chechnya at this time. In a statement
issued at its Geneva headquarters,
UNHCR stressed that returns to
Chechnya can only be considered
voluntary if the displaced persons are
fully informed about conditions for

return and if they have a genuine al-
ternative available to allow them to
remain in Ingushetia.

In North Ossetia, a republic border-
ing Georgia, Jolie visited the Gizel
collective centre in Vladikavkaz, as
well as a housing project for refu-
gees in Komsomolskoe. She con-
gratulated Prime Minister Mikhail
Shatalov for the good co-operation
between the North Ossetian author-
ities and UNHCR in the efforts to
create durable solutions for some
30,000 refugees from Georgia in the
republic. She also expressed her ap-
preciation for what the North Os-
setian government has done and is
doing to help refugees integrate and
start new lives.

UNHCR has launched a three-year
integration programme to improve
the situation of 7,000 refugees in
North Ossetia who are living in ap-

In Moscow, Angelina Jolie paid a visit to the Morozov children’s
hospital and donated $20,000 to the hospital.

© UNHCR/T.Makeeva



palling living conditions in 71 collec-
tive centres. Over the last two years,
140 one-family houses were con-
structed and another 70 will be com-
pleted this year. The housing project
is being complemented by legal, med-
ical and psychological counselling as
well as community-oriented activities
implemented by local non-govern-
mental organisations.

In Moscow, Jolie met several fami-
lies of asylum seekers. She also paid
a visit to the Morozov children’s
hospital and donated $20,000 to the
hospital.

During her visit to the Russian Fed-
eration, the UNHCR Goodwill
Ambassador met with Deputy Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs Yuri Fedot-
ov, President of the Republic of In-
gushetia Murat Zyazikov, and Prime
Minister of the Republic of North
Ossetia Mikhail Shatalov.

On August 22, President Murat
Zyazikov of Ingushetia awarded Jo-
lie with the highest order of the re-
public, the Order for Merits, for her
outstanding services to the cause of
humanity, specifically in aiding ref-
ugees and displaced persons.

The Goodwill Ambassador’s con-
cerns however, did not stop at people
uprooted by war and persecution.
While on mission, she expressed “out-
rage and shock™ at recent bombing
of the UN headquarters in Baghdad.

“I am joining all UN staff in mourn-
ing and extending my deeply felt
sympathies to the families and col-
leagues of the victims”, she said.

“Such senseless attacks, directed
against those who are dedicating
their lives to the service of people in
need, are unfortunately not a new
phenomenon”, she added, noting
that in the region of North Cauca-
sus alone, 117 attacks against aid
workers took place between 1995
and 2002, killing 11 people.
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UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador Angelina Jolie with displaced Chechens in

Bella camp, Ingushetia

She made a personal plea for the re-
lease of Arjan Erkel, the Head of
Mission of Médecins Sans Fron-
tiéres, who was kidnapped a year ago
in Daghestan and has not been heard
from since.

“I'urge the people who are holding him
to let him go immediately and return
him unharmed to his family and
friends”, said Jolie. “I also appeal to

all those with influence in the Russian
Federation and the international com-
munity to do everything they possi-
bly can to secure his release”.

This was Jolie’s first visit to the Rus-
sian Federation in her capacity as
UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador.
She has previously visited the agen-
cy’s operations in Africa, Asia, Lat-
in America and the Balkans.
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8 September
16 September

3rd Tuesday of September

24-30 October

International Days

International Literacy Day
International Day for the Preservation
of the Ozone Layer
International Day of Peace

Last week of September World Maritime Day

1st of October International Day of Older Persons

1st Monday of October World Habitat Day

2nd Wednesday of October International Day for Natural Disaster
Reduction

9 October World Post Day

16 October World Food Day

17 October International Day for the Eradication
of Poverty

24 October United Nations Day

Disarmament Week

© UNHCR/T.Makeeva



Photo by Andrei Rudakov, Capital’s Eye Agency

UN in RUSSIA

UNICEF

&

UN Children’s Fund

Scoring Points for Education

By 2015 all United Nations Member States have pledged to achieve universal primary education
(from UN Millennium Development Goals)

With the support of UNICEF, the
International Football Tournament
between Boys and Girls Aged
Thirteen and Under has been held
in Russia for the first time. Prizes
were provided by the children's TV
channel Fox Kids and the Sporting
Russia volunteer sports association.
In accordance with the aims and
tasks of the United Nations
Children's Fund for the next few
years, the main goal of the
tournament was to draw the
attention of the public at large and
the youngsters themselves to the
problem of getting and providing a
quality education.

The competition took place in ten of
Russia's federal districts. Football
teams organized by apartment
blocks, schools, cities and regions
battled one another for the prizes.

In Chechnya, a football team made
up of disabled children — victims of
mines and UXO - took part in the
games. In the Grozny team,
organized with support from
UNICEF, boys train and play with
artificial limbs made especially for
them by the Prosthetic and
Orthopedic Workshop in
Vladikavkaz. The youngest of its
eleven players is eight years old. The
children practise long and hard, and
travel to Vladikavkaz twice a month
for joint training with professional
football players. The team already

10

has several major victories to its
credit. However, in this specific
instance, the most important of these
is not winning but playing, and
recognizing and being sure of their
own strengths and possibilities.

In May, 250 of the best players arrived
at the tournament finals in Star City,
just outside of Moscow. For sure, the
boys' and girls' teams pulled out all
the stops in their battles against one
another. In post-Soviet Russia, such
massive football matches have not
been held in what is probably a very
long time, while the Fox Kids
Children's Football Tournament has
become a regular and popular feature
in many countries around the world.

This year, the simplest, most
popular, and most accessible kind of
sport united youngsters around the
idea of popularizing accessible,
quality education for all boys and
girls. In the last few years, the
number of teens leaving school early
has increased significantly. In rural
communities, a large number of
schools have been closing due to a
lack of pupils and teachers. The
seemingly solid system of public,
universal primary and secondary
education is starting to break down,
which could lead to considerable
problems in the future.

The children at Star City signed a
petition that said:

“Forward, boys and girls! Join with
people around the planet and
support the millions of girls (and
boys, too) who do not have the
opportunity to go to school.”

“All children have the right to an
education. More than 120 million
children, most of whom are girls, do
not have the opportunity to go to
school. Education gives a person
more opportunities in life. This is
why UNICEF, the TV channel Fox
Kids, and millions of ordinary
people are trying hard to help as
many girls as possible go to school.
We want as many girls as possible to
be attending school by the year
2005.”
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“You can help them too! Speak up!
Add your voice to thousands of
others all over the planet!”

“Your words will show to the lead-
ers of your country, and to the
world, that you do care, and that
you want them to help see that all
children can go to school. Speak up
now! Together we can change the
world!”

“I am in favour of every child on the
planet being able to get a quality ed-
ucation. Educated, we can change
the world together!”

More than 60,000 Russian young
people signed this petition.

The winners from Russia represent-
ed their country in Rotterdam, where
at the end of June, the finals were
held between teams from 20 coun-
tries, including France, Spain, Great
Britain, Brazil, and Mexico.

At the start of the tournament, the
girls' team from Omsk Public School
58, led by Captain Kristina Chekho-
va, beat Argentina with a score of
5:0, while the boys lost to Argenti-
na. They then played against the
teams from France, but the French

girls won. As a result, the boys' team
from Vladimir took third place on
the winner's stand, and returned
home with gifts and bronze medals.

“In the fight for education, a lot of
different methods are good," believe
Kristina Chekhova and Sergei En-
doltsev, the captain of the Vladimir
boy's team. "How can somebody not
be able to go to school? Of course,
we don't like all subjects the same,
but you still have to learn them!
These days, you can't survive with-
out an education. All children should
have the same opportunities.”

NAN Urges to Talk about

According to some expert estimates,
around 200 million people around
the world are drug addicts. This is
4.7% of the planet’s population over
the age of 14. In Russia, the real
number of drug addicts could be as
high as around 4 million, while the
number of children and adolescents
who use drugs and alcohol, or who
sniff glue, grows every day.

Alcohol and drug use, tobacco smok-
ing, and glue sniffing are all just the
tip of an enormous iceberg called the
“social and psychological disadapta-
tion of minors” — so say the workers
at the Say “No” to Alcoholism and
Narcotics Foundation (NAN), an old
and trusted partner of UNICEF.

For many years now, the NAN Foun-
dation has been developing social tech-
niques aimed at preventing alcoholism
and drug addiction, and at helping peo-
ple who are already chemically depen-
dent. The foundation also puts togeth-
er and implements comprehensive
programmes for helping children in
crisis situations, and promotes the
principles of a healthy lifestyle.

“A child cannot deal with the prob-
lems of alcoholism and drug addic-
tion all on his own,” believes the
President of NAN Oleg Zykov.
“That’s why one important line of
our work is creating a comprehen-
sive rehabilitation facility for chil-
dren and adolescents. We offer treat-
ment and rehabilitation targeted at
the medical, psychological, and so-
cial aspects of the illness.”

At the foundation’s newly-opened
Kvartal facility, teens are offered a
comprehensive programme based on
one and a half to two months of in-
tensive rehabilitation. The founda-
tion’s specialists provide medical as-
sistance, individual and group ther-
apy, art therapy and theatre classes,
classes in bodybuilding and comput-
ers, psychological testing and job
counseling, and individual sessions
with a corrective speech therapist.
The Kvartal centre can handle 25
teens at any one time.

June 26 is the International Day of
the Fight against Drug Abuse and
the Illegal Drug Trade. This year,
the day’s slogan was the challenge
“Let’s Talk about Drugs”. As UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan said
in his address for the day, “The slo-
gan “Let’s Talk about Drugs’ em-
phasizes the need

Drugs

special responsibility for the many
young people who do not have such
caring support inside their families”.

RF Vice Premier Galina Karelova
went to the Kvartal centre to dis-
cuss the problems of preventing
drug addiction and rehabilitating
young people. Taking part in the
discussions were Oleg Zykov, Pres-
ident of the NAN Foundation, and
workers from the centre. Also
present were Rosemary McCreery,
UNICEF’s Representative in the
Russian Federation and Belarus,
and Ella Pamfilova, Head of the
Civil Society for the Children of
Russia nationwide union of non-
governmental organizations and
Chairperson of the RF Presidential
Commission on Human Rights. The
discussion was both open and con-
structive.

to recognize that
the problem ex-
ists, and to sum-
mon the courage
to do something
to solve the prob-
lem. As practice
shows, support
from parents who
care and are sen-
sitive to the
child’s problems
are one of the
most important
factors protecting
our children from
drug addiction.
All of us assume

Vice Premier of the Government ofthe Russian
Federation Galina Karelova during her visit to the
Kvartal centre
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VIl Russian Congress of Phthisiatricians

VII Russian Congress of Phthisi-
atricians took place in Moscow on
3-5 June 2003 where 1003 delegates
participated representing TB servic-
es of all the subjects of the Russian
Federation, medical services of the
Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of
Internal Affairs, the Ministry of De-
fense, the Ministry of Transporta-
tion, the Ministry of Emergency,

and the Federal Security Service as
well as representatives from the
USA, India, Belgium, the Great
Britain, France, Denmark, Switzer-
land, Byelorussia and Kazakhstan.

Special Representative of the WHO
Director-General in Russia Dr Mik-
ko Vienonen, Regional Adviser for
TB of the Regional WHO Office for
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The participants of VII Russian Congress of Phthisiatricians listen to
a greeting speech made by Dr Mikko Vienonen, Special Representative
of the WHO Director-General in Russia

Europe Dr. Richard Zaleskis and
WHO TB Control Programme Co-
ordinator in Russia Dr. Wieslaw
Jakubowiak took part in the Con-
gress.

The aim of the Congress was to sum-
marize results of TB control activi-
ties during the last years and to set
up prospects for the development of
TB care in Russia. Common position
of the national TB specialists in
terms of TB detection, diagnostics,
treatment, and TB patients’ rehabil-
itation was agreed upon.

The scientific programme of the
Congress had more than 200 reports
which demonstrated latest achieve-
ments of the national and interna-
tional science in TB prevention, de-
tection, diagnostics, treatment and
rehabilitation of TB patients. A book
of the Congress materials was pub-
lished including more than 800 ab-
stracts of the scientific papers.

Participants of the Congress adopt-
ed the Declaration addressed to the
Russian society and appealing to join
efforts in fighting TB - for the wel-
fare of Russian people and all man-
kind.

Declaration of VIl Russian Congress of Phthisiatricians
5 June 2003, Moscow

Hereby the participants of the Con-
gress representing public profession-
al union of the TB services workers
announce:

Russian society and the government
should recognize that tuberculosis
(TB) is a heavy burden the mankind
has been carrying for millennia. TB
is not only an infectious disease but
also a complicated biological and so-
cial phenomenon. Spread of TB is
the best evidence of the social diffi-
culties, low living standards and ne-
glect of the public health interests.
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Drastic social and economic reces-
sion and weakening of the govern-
ment support of the TB services at
the early 90s of XX century result-
ed in the natural deterioration of the
TB epidemiological situation. It was
taken as a great concern not only
by the health care workers but the
Russian society as a whole, the gov-
ernment, and attracted attention of
the international community. TB
problem became a priority again
and was ranked as important issue
in security provision of the Russian
citizens.

Spread of TB can be prevented only
through the complex of social, eco-
nomic and medical activities under
unified public policy and strategic
planning at the national level.

Participants of the Congress have to
emphasize that the Russian TB
School and practice have accumulat-
ed an enormous experience in TB
control, including treatment of TB
in extremely unfavorable social and
economic conditions. During the
World War II and severe post-war
years the national principles of TB
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control allowed restraining spread of
TB epidemic — mostly through orga-
nizational measures. They were
based on the wide complex of medi-
cal and social activities under public
management and regulation. The new
stage of TB control was started dur-
ing the last years. Itis connected with
return to the fundamentals of govern-
ment support of all TB control activ-
ities nation-wide and fixed in the Fed-
eral Law No. 77-FZ, of 18 June 2001,
“About prevention of TB spread in
the Russian Federation” and Decree
of the Russian Government Ne 892,
of 25 December 2001, on implemen-
tation of this Federal Law.

World Health Organization

Important is re-establishment of our
public organization — the Russian So-
ciety of Phthisiatricians, conducting
Russian Congresses of Phthisiatricians,
recommencement of the monthly pub-
lication of the Society’s printing depart-
ment — “Problems of TB and pulmo-
nary diseases” magazine.

Current social and economic condi-
tions, reforms in public health and
development of the medical science
determine necessity in changing the
TB control organization at the new
stage. These changes are being im-
plemented taking into consideration
the scientific achievements, Russian
practice and international experience.
The current principles of TB control
were widely discussed among profes-
sionals and are fixed in the Prikaz of
the Russian Ministry of Health No.
109, of 21 March 2003, “On Improve-
ment of the Tuberculosis Services in
the Russian Federation”.

The positive tendencies in prevention
of TB spread confirm the appropri-
ateness of the chosen policy, though
the overall TB epidemic situation in
Russia is still tense. Within the next
few years in order to provide the sta-
ble decrease of detriment from TB
in the Russian Federation it is nec-
essary to prioritize and develop the
following directions of TB control
activities:

— To create the common system of
TB state monitoring using modern
information technologies;

— To improve detection of the prima-
ry TB infection and new cases using
immunological, molecular-biological,
x-ray and microbiological methods
and attracting the doctors of all spe-
cialities and departments to this work;

—To take measures on prevention of
TB spread as a result of domestic, in-
hospital and professional contacts;

— To improve effectiveness and effi-
ciency of TB treatment on the basis
of the complex and controlled ther-
apy, usage of the efficient organiza-
tional treatment forms and new tech-
nologies in surgery treatment;

— To differentiate the bed stock;

— To provide centralized supply of
drugs to TB facilities, first of all an-
tituberculosis drugs, vaccines and
medical equipment;

—To create the system of TB control
activities among HIV-infected per-
sons;

— To organize the complex of activi-
ties on social support for TB pa-
tients;

— To improve education and train-
ing of medical workers and popula-
tion on TB issues;

— To intensify the scientific funda-
mental and applied research in or-
der to create the new and to improve
the existing principles and methods
of TB control.

The indispensable condition of suc-
cessful TB control is keeping and
development of human resources of
TB services. In the shortest possible
time it is necessary to implement the
complex of activities to increase the
material provision and social pres-
tige of the staff in TB institutions in-
cluding surmount of obstacles in the
new Labor Legislation.

The Russian Phthisiatricians express
their gratitude to the World Health
Organization and other internation-
al organizations for assistance and
support in prevention of TB spread.
We will continue active internation-
al cooperation and believe that ex-
perience of the Russian TB service
will continue being demanded out-
side of our country.

The Congress appeals to all citizens
of Russia, legislative, executive au-
thorities and local self-government,
medical workers of all specialties,
public organizations and mass me-
dia to unite the efforts for TB Con-
trol —for the welfare of Russian peo-
ple and all mankind.
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More than 1,000 delegates of theVIIth Russian Congress of Phthisiatricians
appeal to all citizens of Russia to unite the efforts for TB Control
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WHO Blames Violence:
1,650,000 Deaths A Year

=P

Launch of the WHO world report on Violence and Health and
an overview of Violence and Health in Russia in ITAR-TASS.
Left to right: Prof Dmitry Veltischev, Dr Ruslan Khalfin,
Dr Marc Danzon, Dr Alex Butchart, Dr Mikko Vienonen

Launch of the WHO world report on
Violence and Health and an over-
view of Violence and Health in Rus-
sia was organized by the Ministry of
Health, Moscow Scientific-Research
Institute of Psychiatry, State Scien-
tific Centre for Social and Forensic
Psychiatry named after Serbskiy and
the World Health Organization on
7 June in ITAR-TASS. Representa-
tives from the Ministry of Health,
other ministries, different medical
institutions, organizations and mass
media participated in the launch.
WHO was represented by Dr Marc
Danzon, WHO Regional Director
for Europe, Dr Nata Menabde, Di-
rector, Division of Country Support,
WHO/EURO, Dr Alex Butchart,
Advisor, WHO/HQ and Dr Mikko
Vienonen, Special Representative of
the WHO in Russia.

The World report, which is the first
comprehensive overview of the issues
related to violence and health at the
global level, aims at increasing pub-
lic awareness of this problem and
intensification of a wide range of
activities for the prevention of vio-
lence and the mitigation of its con-
sequences for individuals, families
and societies.
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Violence is a leading cause of deaths
and non-fatal injuries around the
world and an essential public health
issue for all countries. Globally, the
annual total of around 1.65 million
deaths due to violence is roughly
equal to the number of tuberculosis
deaths. According to the World re-
port on Violence and Health, every
day over 4 000 people around the
world die a violent death, nearly half
due to suicide, almost one third due
to homicide and one fifth in war-re-
lated violence. The problems arising
from violence put a considerable
burden on the national budget in
terms of health care, law enforce-
ment, and lost earnings due to pre-
mature death and disability.

Different forms of violence are ana-
lyzed in the report: violence among
the youth, domestic violence, vio-
lence against childhood and elderly
people, sexual and collective violence
as well as suicidal behaviour. The ex-
perience of governmental and non-
governmental organizations in pre-
vention of violence and its conse-
quences is described in the report.
Besides there is a number of recom-
mendations for the violence preven-
tion which were adopted by the

World Health Assembly Resolution
(WHAS56.4) in May 2003.

The statistical overview on Violence
and Health in the Russian Federa-
tion, which was prepared by Profes-
sor Dmitry Veltischev was also pre-
sented on the launch.

The idea of looking at the nature of
violence and violence prevention
from the perspective of public health
is rather new for the Russian Feder-
ation, and therefore the statistical
data is actually not available. The
estimated rates of homicides and
suicides in the Russian Federation
are among the highest in the world.
Violence is realized in different
forms — from instances of suicide and
homicide to humiliation, and could
be identified in different social
groups: in families, in school, among
youth, violence against children,
women, elderly people and other
vulnerable population categories.

Violent deaths due to homicides and
suicides in the Russian Federation

Dr Marc Danzon, WHO Regional
Director for Europe, addresses the
participants of the launch of the
WHO world report
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constitute almost one third of all
deaths from external causes, and ex-
ceed mortality rates for many other
diseases. In 2001, the violent death
rate for homicides and suicides com-
bined was 69,5/100,000 residents,
being approximately three times
higher than the global average rate.
In absolute figures, the annual vio-
lent death toll in the Russian Feder-
ation is about 100,000 persons.

Every year, more than 3,500 adoles-
cents aged 14-17 years die as a re-
sult of violence, with 6,000-8,000
being injured. In 2000, 639,900 chil-
dren were registered under institu-
tionalized care — at orphanages, chil-
dren's homes, and other types of in-
stitutions. Of this number, about
90% are abandoned children and
children whose parents have been
divested of their parental rights as a
result of maltreatment. Every year,
more than 1,500 crimes of a sexual
nature are committed against the
underage, which cause one of the
most serious types of psychic trau-
ma affecting childrens' adaptation in
the future life.

The suicide rate in 2001, was 39.7/
100,000 residents. The highest sui-
cide rates are observed in the age
group 45-54, especially among
males. Overall, suicide rates in Rus-
sia for males are six times higher
compared to those for females. Lead-
ing factors provoking the suicidal
behavior include alcohol abuse and
depressive disorders.

In 2000, there were 135 acts of ter-
rorism, the majority of which (85%)
were in the Chechen Republic. Dur-
ing 1994-2001, the number of victims
resulting from the Chechnya war (in-
cluding killed, wounded and missing
people) among the civil population
and the military reached 61,000
63,000, according to different data
sources. In 2000, there were 1,291
cases of taking hostages and 146 as-
sassinations.

The conference adopted the resolu-
tion where said that Russian society
sustains enormous losses due to the

The participants decided to establish a Special Group of experts to elaborate
a National Plan of Actions aimed at ensuring multisectoral approach for
violence prevention and improvement of services provided to the victims

of violence

prevalence of violence in all its forms.
The majority of these losses are cur-
rently "invisible" to the health care
system due to dominated informa-
tion on criminal violence. Violence
prevention requires consolidation of
efforts between the systems of health
care, education, justice, interior, so-
cial policy, various agencies, associ-
ations and public health founda-

tions, as well as non-governmental
organizations. The participants took
decision to establish a Special Group
of experts representing different or-
ganizations and institutions to elab-
orate a National Plan of Actions
aimed at ensuring multisectoral ap-
proach for violence prevention and
improvement of services provided to
the victims of violence.

in Copenhagen, Denmark.

programmes;

information and standards.

World Health Organization (WHO) works with others to improve the
health of population, by helping Member States. WHO is a specialized
agency of the United Nations with 191 Member States. WHO Head-
quarters are in Geneva, Switzerland. The European Regional Bureau is

WHO has four main functions:

— to give worldwide guidance in the field of health;
— to set global standards for health;
— to cooperate with governments in strengthening national health

— to develop and transfer appropriate health technology,

For further information please visit
www.who.int and www.who.dk (European Region)
WHO office in Russia: 28, Ostozhenka 119034 Moscow
Tel: +7 095 787 21 17 Fax: +7 095 787 21 19
e-mail: m.vienonen@who.org.ru.

Special Representative of the Director — General in Russia —
Dr. Mikko Vienonen.
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Sighting at Small Arms and Light Weapons

On July 17, the UN Information Centre (UNIC) in Moscow held a round table, dedicated to prevention
and elimination of illicit traffic of small arms and light weapons. “The UN in Russia” correspondent asked
Alexandre Gorelik, the UNIC/ Moscow Director, to enlighten this event as well as the issue.

had been initial-
ly conceived as a
free and infor-
mal exchange,
rather than an
event “for the
record”, turned
out to be repre-
sentative
enough. The
Centre succeed-
ed in securing
the attendance
of Mr Prosper

Every hour small arms and light
weapons kill 60 human beings world-
wide, or half a million life a year.
Therefore, small arms and light weap-
ons as a matter of fact are nothing but
a weapon of mass destruction.

That is why the UN Department of
Public Information instructed UNICs
last May to publicize the First Bien-
nial Meeting of States to Consider the
Implementation of the 2001 Pro-
gramme of Action on Small Arms and
Light Weapons in All its Aspects.

The central element of our promo-
tion campaign was the round table
on the outcome of the New York
gathering, which the Centre orga-
nized on its premises. The meeting
required several weeks of intensive
preparatory work, involving coordi-
nation with the Foreign Ministry and
interaction with the UNDP/Moscow
Office and the UN Country Team.
As a result, the round table, which

Bani, Small
Arms Specialist,
Small Arms and Demobilization
Unit, Bureau for Crisis Prevention
and Recovery, UNDP/Geneva, and
his colleague, Ms Kristina Kravtch-
enko. For the first time ever, a rep-
resentative of the NATO Liaison
Mission Military in Moscow partic-
ipated in a UNIC-led event. The
Russian attendance was also impres-
sive: representatives of the Foreign
Ministry, the Defense Ministry, the
State Committee on

the discussion. Most importantly,
however, the voice of the local expert
community, in particular representa-
tives of Centre for Analyses of Strat-
egies and Technologies (CAST) and
Russian Institute of Strategic Re-
search, was also well heard. Thus,
members of the expert community, in
particular M.Pyadushkin from
CAST, while heeding Moscow’s offi-
cial stance, warned against skipping
a very serious problem - the illicit traf-
ficking in small arms and light weap-
ons inside the country, especially in
view of instability on Russia’s south-
ern borders and across the Central
Asian and Transcaucasian regions.

In his concluding remarks, the For-
eign Ministry representative and
deputy head of the Russian delega-
tion to the New York gathering,
Vladimir Yermakov, spoke in favour
of closer contacts with the civil soci-
ety in joining efforts to prevent and
eliminate the illicit traffic of small
arms and light weapons.

Military and Techni-
cal Cooperation, the
expert community
and the media have
been with the Cen-
tre.

Russia’s official po-
sition, which had
been presented dur-
ing the New York
conference, was
again outlined in de-
tail in the course of
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